
Interview with Jirina Prokopova, International Arbiter. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jirina, how long are you connected to the festival in Pardubice? What is tempting about the event? 

If I remember correctly, the first time I worked at the festival was 13 years ago, as an assistant arbiter 

in the S tournament! Ever since then I had the opportunity to run most of the festival tournaments, I 

worked at the registration desk, in the IT center and more. It's difficult to express how much the 

festival meant for my development, how much I learned about tournament organisation, 

communication with people and team work. It's very close to my heart. 

What's it like to be an arbiter in Pardubice this year? How does it feel like after coming back 

from the online events you've been running? 

The main principles of the arbiter work online and OTB are not that different. The important part is 

to prepare everything so that players can have a good time. The ways to arrange that may differ 

online. Communication is one of the biggest challenges. It's not possible to just walk in the playing 

hall, pause the clocks and talk to a player or simply to make an announcement before the start of the 

round. So from this point of view it was refreshing. On the other hand the tournament seems kinda 

slow now and as if it doesn't have enough action :) online everything is happening very fast!  

I know that you started working closely with the Tornelo platform, can you tell us more about 

that?   

Yes, that's right. Last September I ran my first tournament on Tornelo under the ECU. The very next 
week David Cordover asked me to be a guest lecturer at his webinar about anti-cheating and that's 
how our cooperation started. From the beginning we were in agreement about the philosophy of 
chess tournaments, work ethics and the future of chess. I started working for them full time in 
February.  
Thanks to my experience with international events I am able to point out which features are 
important for arbiters and I try to help develop them in a way that running events is easier for 
everybody. I also create materials for arbiters, organise courses and seminars, do tech-support for 
tournaments and last but not least I run some events myself.   
 

IM Petr Pisk, Press officer Czech Open 2021 

 

 

 


