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Information from the grandmaster tournament Chladek & Tintera Open
Zbynek Hracek, the seed number one of the tournament, had to withdraw from the tournament after the 5th round due to his ill problems. He has got a virus infection.

Statistics
According to the statistics you can check at our Internet sites (http://www.czechopen.net/news/stat.php) there are 4974 starts of players from 53 countries at the Czech Open 2008.


Interview with Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov is a regular guest in Pardubice. He likes the Czech Open. The time in the Czech republic is a holiday for him. He likes the festival atmosphere and also the opportunities of spending free time that are limited back in Azerbaijan. His plans are to study a college in Baku and to spend time with his friends, that don´t play chess at all.

Why did you come back to the Czech Open?
I liked the festival atmosphere. Everything is prepared very well here. I have a very nice relationship with people that are organizing the festival. They prepare everything for me so I don´t have to care about anything and just enjoy the festival. It is holiday for me and I am still close to chess. Last year I was able to rest here very well, so I decided to come back again. I think the time here was very helpful for me, because after the Czech Open I participated at three tournaments and I played really well. I gained ELO 2780. I would come every year.

How about your chess performance from the last year?
Everything was OK until the end of the year. I was a captain of our team at the European team championship. We ended third. But my performance at the last two tournament was simply horrible. Hopefully everything will change before the main tournaments I am planning to take part in. I will play at Tal Memorial where the best chess players will be and also the World championship in blitz.

Is it hard to be disciplined and train the chess every day?
It is always in my mind during a day that I have to train. The worst thing happens when I am postponing my training for later. It is very hard. I train five, six hours a day. To be fully concentrated I can´t have any problems. Otherwise I am disrupting by other things and there is  always something going on in my mind.

Do you train even here in Pardubice?
To be honest, not so much. I would like to, but there is always something else to do. But during the day I am at the tournaments watching players. There were some really interesting games that I was able to take an advantage from.

How does your normal day looks like?
It is very different from my chess day. When it is a chess day, I am concentrated on the game only and I don´t want to be bothered by anything else. When it is a normal day, I still think about chess often. There wasn´t simple one day in the last ten years I wouldn´t think about chess. The difference is that when I have a free time I like to spend it with my friends. We like going to the restaurant, to the cinema or to the nature. I like actively spend free time. I also like reading books. My free time is pretty same as a free time of others.

What was the last movie you have seen?
I like romantic movies and comedies. I have seen What Happens in Vegas...

Do you like computer games?
I don´t like them. I play only chess at the computer.

How does life in Azerbaijan looks like?
It is a big difference. You can see a lot of new buildings in Azerbaijan, our country is developing. Here in Czech the life is more in the modern way. I think that it fits more younger people. In Azerbaijan there are only few discos, like five in the whole country. The girls fashion is also not so modern. We are Muslim country. People tend to see things more seriously. But I like it there. All my relatives live in Azerbaijan.

What´s the way young people enjoy their lives there?
Usually we go to the nature, to the beach or to the cottage. And we eat shashlik. You can live even without disco.

Do you have friends among chess players?
More of my friends doesn´t play chess. Chess players usually talk only about chess. When I want to rest, I also want to forget chess for a while and talk about different things.

Do you have a pet?
When I was living with my parents we had plenty of animals. But now I wouldn´t have a time for taking care of a pet.

So you are living alone now?
Parents live in a small city and I have decided to move to Baku, because I have a lot of work there. But I try to come back home as much as possible.

What about cooking? Are you able to cook for yourself?
I am sorry for it and I don´t like it, but I can´t cook. Luckily there is a restaurant in the house I am living in, so I am a regular guest there. But the mom´s food is simply the best.

How often do you see your sisters?
Pretty often, but not in the chess game. We hang out, we chat, go to the restaurant. When we are together at our cottage we play tennis, football or volleyball. I try to be with them and with my parents a lot. Only because of our parents we are what we are.

Are people jealous to you and your success?
Chess is very popular in Azerbaijan. It is among the three most popular sports. People know me, but they don´t envy. They better wish me luck and success. I am representing my country and the people there. When I am walking on the street, people recognize me, sometimes they give me their support, but they are not bothering. I am not such a star to give an autograph at every corner.

Jan Kalenský
the spokesman for Czech Open 2008

For more information write to . 
For complete results of all the games and all the news visit our web site: www.czechopen.net.


