Interview with Stanislav Novikov
Stanislav Novikov, the winner of grandmaster tournament PARDUBICE OPEN, is not typical chess player. This 21-years-old man doesn’t have regular training; sometimes he just plays with his friends. He enjoys his life same as young people around him. Chess are fun to him, that’s all. It was the biggest success for him to win PARDUBICE OPEN. He didn’t win such tournament before. He played without fear, he didn’t prepared for his opponents, but tried to play as best as possible in each movement. Maybe he won the tournament because of this free and easy attitude. 

What were your expectations before the tournament?
I wanted to finish 10th. I didn’t think I could win. It is amazing. I feel really good right now.

How would you evaluate your last match against David Navara. You have beaten the number one of the tournament...
I didn’t think about this game before we started. I didn’t think I could win. But my beginning was pretty good and I put Navara under pressure. He made couple of mistakes and I took advantage of that. I am satisfied with my performance.


Which match was the hardest one?
I think the match against Stocek was really hard. My position wasn’t very good, so I was glad it was draw. Concerning the last match against Navara, it was hard to prepare mentally.
How important is this victory for you?
This was the tournament of my life. I have never won such a tournament. Concerning my previous victories, I was 2nd at the Aeroflot festival in Moscow in B category, that’s it.

How did you like CZECH OPEN festival?
This is the first time I was here. I didn’t have high expectations, but everything here was great. I really liked it very much. I was able to concentrate on my own performance all the time; there was nothing to disturb me. From the beginning till the end I didn’t have bigger problem. I will definitely come next year. What are my chances to win this tournament again? Fifty fifty.

Are you going to celebrate your victory?
I will celebrate with my friends. But concerning alcohol I am cautious. I don’t drink too much. I watch my regime, it is important for me.

Is it hard to be a professional player in Russia?
There is very competitive surrounding in Russia. It is hard to make chess your living. I will leave immediately to other tournament, after that I will play at Cheljabinsk open. It is not always easy to travel a lot, but I have to play as much tournaments as possible to make money from playing chess. It is hard job, but I like it. I play chess as a professional for two years, but still chess is fun and I like it.

Do you play also some chess league?
I play Russian league. My team is Lada Togliatty. We finished 10th of 12. We definitely need to improve this result next year.

How often do you practice chess?
I play irregularly. I don’t have nor training plan nor coach. Sometimes I meet my friends who are also grandmasters and we play together. I am not all the time in chess. I live common way of life. I like sport, cinema or dating girls. 


